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THE TERM go~pe!, WHI~E IT MEANS good new~, IS IN THIS CONNECTION
USED ONLY OF THAT SPECIFIC WAY OF SALVATION WHICH GOD PUBLISHES IN
HIS WORD BY WHICH A MERITtESS SINNER MAY BE PERFECTLY AND ETERNALLYSAVED ON NO OTHER TERMS T AN THAT HE be!leve ON CHRIST AS HIS SAVIOR.
THE PREACHER IS APPOINTED THE DEMANDING TASK OF AN ACCURATE PR~SEN-
TATION OF THAT GOSPEL, 0 T~E BASIS OF THE FACT THAT GOD HAS MADE
HIS GREATEST EFFORT- THE IF] OF HIS SON- THAT SINNERS MIGHT BE SAVED,
IT IS REASONABLE TO CONCL~DE THAT ANY INACCURACY IN PREACHING WHICH
MISREPRESENTS THE TRUTH AND THUS MISLEADS THE UNSAVED WILL BE SUBJECT
TO DIVINE CENSURE. THIS IS PRECISELY THE UNREVOKED WARNING GIVEN IN
GALATIANS I:8J9. "BUT THOUGH WEJ OR.AN ANGEL FROM HEAVEN, PREACH ANY
OTHER GOSPEL UNTO YOU-THAN THAT WHICH WE HAVE PREACHED UNTO YOU, LET
HIM BE ACCURSED. As WE SAID BEFORE, SO SAY I NOW AGAIN, F ANY man
PREACH ANY OTHER GOSPEL UNTO YOU THAN THAT YE HAVE RECEIVED, LET HIM
BE ACCURSED." THIS ANATHEMA, WHICH IS WHOLLY JUSTIFIED, SHOULD CAUSE
EVERY PREACHER TO TREMBLE~WITH FEAR, OVER AGAINST THE NOTION THAT
ANY PERSON WITH ZEAL- WHE HER THEY HAVE KNOWLEDGE OR NOT- CAN PR~ACH
THE GOSPELJ IS THE FACT T AT MANY OF THE GREATEST ORTHODOX SCHOLtRS
OF THE WORLD HAVE GIVEN T EIR LIVES TO THE TASK OF A RIGHT UNDER-
STANDING OF THAT WHICH ENfERS FUNDAMENTALLY INTO THE GOSPEL. SOME
COMMON ERRORS IN GOSPEL PREACHING ARE LISTED HERE:

I, A 6ailu~e to empha~ize the di66e~ence which obtain4 between
~h~ ~aved and the un6aved. WHEN EXHORTING HE BELIEVERS TO A WORTHY
MANNER OF LIFE AND SERVICEJ THERE IS NO STA EMENT MADE THAT SUCH
TRUTHS HAVE NO APPLICATION TO THE UNSAVEDJ -HE RESULT IS THAT THE
UNSAVED AR E ENCOURAG ED TO BEll EVE THAT THEY NEED ONLY TO ADOET THE
2~TWARD MANNER OF LIFE OF THE CHRISTIAN TO BE A CHRISTIAN. lHERE IS
BUT ONE MESSAGE TO THE UNSAVED AND THAT DOES NOT CONCERN HIS DAILY
LIFE) BUT RATHER HIS RELATION TO JESUS CHRIST AS SAVIOR.

2. By ca~~l~~~ !anguQge, GIVING TH~ UNSAVED THE IMPRESSION THAT
GOD IS LOVE AND RICH IN MERCY AND THAT HE FORGIVES SIN DIRECTLY AS AN
ACT OF KINDNESS, GENEROSITY, OR LENIENCY, GOD DOES FORGIVE, BUT IT
IS ONLY ON THE RIGHTEOUS GROUND THAT THE REQUIRED PENALTY FOR SIN IS
BORN BY THE SAVIOR. IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT THE SINNER MUST COME
TO GOD BY JESUS CHRIST AND THAT SALVATION IS CONDITIONED ON FAITH
IN CHRIST. THERE IS NO NEED FOR CHRIST TO DIE IF GOD IS FREE TO MAKE
LIGHT OF THE SINNER'S SIN BY A MERE ATTITUDE OF GRACIOUSNESS APART
FROM SATISFACTION BECAUSE OF OUTRAGED HOLINESS,

3. By demand~n9 ~epenta"ce a~ a 6epa~a~e ac~ ~" add~tion to
beti~v~ng on Ch~i~t. THIS DESTRUCTIVE ERROR WILL NOT BE COMMITTED
BY THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN REASONABLE STUDY TO ALL THAT IS INVOLVED.
IN THE FIRST PLACE) REPENTANCE) ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE) IS a chQnge
06 m~"d, WHICH MAYJOR MAY NOT, BE ACCOMPANIED WITH HEART ANGUISH.
IN THE SECOND PLACE, THE REPENTANCE REQUIRED- AND IT IS REQUIRED-
FOR THE SALVATION OF A SOUL IS ~nclud~d IN BELIEVING. THE SINNER
CANNOT TURN TO CHRIST IN CONFIDENCE FROM ANY OTHER DEPENDENCE
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WITHOUT A CHANGE OF MIND IHICH IS REPENTANCE (CF. I THESS. 1:9.10).
No MEASUREMENT WILL EVER ,E MADE IN THIS WORLD OF THE HARM TO SOULS
THAT HAS BEEN WROUGHT BY JHEIR HAVING BEEN TOLD THAT THEY MUST FIRST
REPENT AND THEN BELIEVE, THE PREACHER WILL DO WELL TO PONDER THREE
FACTS: (A) THE GOSPEL BY JOHN, WHICH IS WRITTEN THAT MEN MAY BELIEVE
AND BE SAVED (JOHN 20:31) NEVER EMPLOYS THE WORD ~epen~an~ej
(B) THAT THE EPISTLE TO TlE ROMANS, WRITTEN TO PROVIDE THE COM~LETE
ANALYSIS OF SALVATION BY GRACE) DOES NOT USE THE WORD ~e~en~ance,
EXCEPT 2:4, IN RELATION TI LOST MEN; AND (C) UPWARDS OF 115 TIMES
THE SALVATION OF A SOUL IS MADE TO DEPEND UPON bel~ev~ngJ AND 35
TIMES ON ITS SYNONYM 6ai~~ APART FROM ANY OTHER REQUIREMENT WHAT-
SOEVER, THE ONE WHO INSISTS THAT REPENTANC[: IS A SEPARATE ACT .
MUST FACE THE QUESTION THWS CREATED AS TO WHETHER THE WORDS OF C~RIST
AND PAUL) WHICH RESTRICT S~lVATION TQ BELIEVING1 ARE MISLEADING BE-
CAUSE OF THEIR INADEQUACY I (CF. JOHN 5:15; ACTS 6:31). SINCE I

REPENTANCE IS A PART OF BELIEVING) THE TERM MIGHT BE USED AS A
SYNONYM OF BELIEVINGJ OR IT MAY BE MENTIONED SEPARATELY- AS IT IS
IN A VERY FEW PASSAGESJ B~T ALWAYS AS A SUBDIVISION OF THE ONE ALL-
IMPORTANT THEME OF BELIEV1NG.

4. By the g~aQe-~hat e~lng e~~o~ 06 ~n~l~tlng that a publ~~
~on6e~~lon 06 Ch~~~t l~ ~ qui~ed in add~t~on to ~aving 6a~th. BUT
ONE PASSAGE IN INVOLVED I THIS DISCUSSION: "THAT IF THOU SHALT CON-
FESS WITH THY MOUTH THE L RD JESUS AND SHALT BELIEVE IN THINE~EART
THAT GOD HATH RAISED HIM ROM THE DEAD, THOU SHALT BE SAVED. ~OR
WITH THE HEART MAN BELIEVETH UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS6' AND WITH THE MOUTH
CONFESSION IS MADE UNTO S4LVATIONII (ROM. 10:9,1). A THOUGHTLESS
USE OF THIS PASSAGE IMPLIES THAT THE CONFESSION REFERRED TO IS A
CONFESSION TO MEN; NOT RE~EMBERING THAT A VERY CONSIDERABLE PER-
CENTAGE OF THOSE WHO ARE SAVED ACCEPT CHRIST AT A TIME AND PLACE
WHERE NO PUBLIC CONFESSIO~ IS POSSIBLE. THE CONFESSION IS THAT OF
THE SOUL ELECTING CHRIST AS SAVIOR AND IS. TO GOD ALONE. As ABRAHAM
SAID Amen TO THE PROMI~E OF GOD AND WAS BY FAITH COUNTED RIGHTEOUS)
SO) IN LIKE MANNER, FROM ~IS OWN HEART AND AS THE EXPRESSION OF HIS
OWN CONFIDENCE) THE SINNE~ ACKNOWLEDGES TO GOD THAT CHRIST IS HIS
SAVIOR. A SINNER, HAVING IACCEPTED CHRIST, MAY ~ONFESS HIM AS A
TESTIMONY; BUT THAT IS FAR REMOVED FROM THE NOTION THAT TO BE SAVED
ONE MUST BOTH BELIEVE AND ICONFESS CHRIST BEFORE MEN. F THIS DOUBLE
REQUIREMENT WERE REALLY GOD'S WILL, HE COULD NOT HAVE LEFT OUT THE
IDEA OF CONFESSION FROM ANY ONE OF THE 150 PASSAGES WHICH CONDITION
SALVATION OF FAITH ALO~E.

5. By ~eQu~~ing one to bel~eve and be baptized. AGAIN BUT ONE
TEXT IS IN EVIDENCE (MARK 16:15») AND BUT HALF OF THAT) FOR, WHEN THE
NEGATIVE SIDE OF THE DECLARATION IS PRESENTED) THE WORD bapt~ze IS
OMITTED, IN THIS CONSIDERATION, THE SAME ARRESTING FACT REMAINS THAT,
IF WATER BAPTISM IS ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION, EVERY OTHER ~EW IESTAMENT
DECLARATION IS WORFULLY INADEQUATE AND TO THAT EXTENT MISLEADING,
AND THE THIEF ON THE CROSS-SAVED DIRECTLY BY THE AUTHORITY OF CHRIST-
WAS A NOTABLE EXCEPTIONi CERTAINLY) ACCORDING TO HUMAN EXPERIENCE)
THE VAST MAJORITY OF PEOPLE ARE SAVED BEFORE THEY ARE BAPTIZED WITH
WATER AND MULTITUDES HAVE NEVER BEEN THUS BAPTIZED AT ALL. IHERE
IS MUCH) INDEED, TO COMMEND THE CONTENTION THAT THE BAPTISM REFERRED
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TO IN MARK 16:16 IS NOT TER BAPTISM BUT IS THE BAPTISM WITH THE
SPIRIT.

6. By ~equi~i"g that one accept Ch~i~t and ag~ee to a ce~tain
manne~ o~ li6e. THE PRAC ICE OF CONFUSING THE GOSPLE WITH THE MANNER
OF LIFE A PERSON SHOULD LIVE AFTER HE IS SAVED) IS CALCULATED NOT
ONLY TO DISTRACT THE ATTE TION OF THE UNSAVE~ FROM THE GOSPEL) BUT
TO DEFEAT THE VERY POWER ND ,EFFECT OF IT. 1 CANNOT BE TOO STRONGLYURGED THAT GOD IS NOT CAL .ING ON THE UNSAVED TO ADOPT A MANNER OFLIFE) BUT HE IS OFFERING '0 THEM HIS GIFT WHICH IS ETERNAL LIFE. NORSHOULD THE TRUTH BE OVERL OKED THAT THE UNSAVED HAVE NO SPIRITUALCAPACITY BY WHICH THEY CA FACE THE PROBLEMS OF A CHRISTIAN'S DAILYLIFE. IHOSE PROBLEMS BEL NG TO A SPIRIT-GUIDED MIND AND DEMAND FORTHEIR SOLUTION THE PRESEN E OF THOSE NEW DESIRES WHICH COME WITH
REGENERATION.

7. By demanding that one believe and a~k 6o~ ~alvation. SINCE
GOD IS PROPITIOUS (1 JOHN 2:2)) IT IS WHOLLY OUT OF ORDER TO ASK'
HIM TO SAVE) AS THOUGH HE MUST BE PERSUADED TO DO WHAT HE.I AT INFIINITE
COST.I HAS PREPARED TO DO. THE INCIDENT OF THE PUBLICAN IN THE TEMPLE
IS TOO OFTEN ASSUMED TO B THE NORM FOR THE SINNER WHO WOULD BE
SAVED UNDER GRACE. THE S TTING IS BEFORE THE DEATH OF CHRIST ANDREFLECTS THE RELATIONSHIPS THAT EXISTED IN THE JEWISH ERA. THOUGH
THE ENGLISH VERSION MAKES THE PUBLICAN TO SAY "GOD BE MERCIFUL TO
ME A SINNER)" HE REALLY SAID) God be p~opitiated to me a ~inne~.
AT NO TIME) EITHER IN THE OLD TESTAMENT OR THE NEW) MAY ONE REACHGOD ON THE GROUND OF MERE MERCY AS SUCH APART FROM NEEDFUL SACRIFICE.
THE PUBLICAN ASKED FOR PROPITIATION WHICH WAS A JUSTIFIABLE REQUEST
BEFORE THE CROSS) BUT WHOLLY UNJUSTIFIED NOW. To ASK FOR MERCY AS
SUCH IS TO ASSUME THAT GOD MAY D'EAL WITH SIN APART FROM ADEQUATESACRIFICE. To ASK FOR PROPITIATION IS TO DISCARD WHAT CHRIST HAS
DONE AND TO ASK THAT SOMETHING MORE EFFECTIVE BE PROVIDED. MEN ARENOT-SAVED BY GETTING GOD TD DO SOMETHING;" THEY ARE SAVED WHEN THEYDARE TO believe THAT GOD HAS DONE SOMETHING.

******
TH I S t<IESSAGEWAS PREACHED BY DR. CHAFER IN HI NONA LAKE) IND IANA ...
IN THE 1940/s. ******
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